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Combining Sentences and Sentence Parts 

Short, repetitive sentences are boring to read and difficult to follow. You can

combine short sentences in a number of different ways. Combine sentences that

contain similar or contrasting ideas using a coordinating conjunction, such as and,

or, or but. Use a subordinating conjunction, such as because, to turn one of the

sentences into a subordinate clause, creating a complex subject. Finally, if you

have two sentences that share the same subject or the same verb, you can

combine the sentences using a coordinating conjunction to create a compound

subject or a compound predicate.

Joining Sentences and Sentence Parts

Join each pair of sentences with the most logical connector. Eliminate the boldfaced words.

1. The team captain was thrown out of the game. We won anyway.

________________________________________________________________________________

2. The divers found the sunken ship. The divers recovered its cargo.

________________________________________________________________________________

3. Will the test be short? Will it take an entire period?

________________________________________________________________________________

4. Caecilians look like worms. Caecilians are actually amphibians.

________________________________________________________________________________

5. Have you seen the Grand Tetons? Have you seen the Badlands?

________________________________________________________________________________

6. The largest cat on record lived in England. It weighed 43 pounds.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

7. We can drive around Lake Michigan. We can ferry across it.

________________________________________________________________________________

8. Catfish have taste buds in their skin. Lizards use their tongues to touch and smell.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson

Revising Problem Sentences

Readers are confused by sentences that express too many ideas. When a sentence

repeats information, expresses an opinion without supporting it, or uses unnecessary

words or expressions, you need to tighten content. Stringy sentences confuse

readers by connecting ideas loosely with ands, equating important ideas with

unimportant ones. To revise these types of sentences, follow these guidelines.

—Express only one idea in each sentence.

—Use transitional words such as when, first, as, although, and because to

show logical connections between ideas.

—Decide which ideas should be combined and which should stand alone.

—Delete repeated information and reduce unnecessary words and phrases.

—Provide reasons, facts, or examples to support your opinion.

Revising Stringy and Overloaded Sentences

Revise each of the following sentences using the techniques above.

1. Michael earned extra money by repairing lawn mowers and snow blowers, and

he saved $200, although that was not quite enough money to buy a guitar.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

2. In French class we are learning French grammar, and we are also learning

French conversation, and we make tapes in French to check our pronunciation.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

3. We are going to Disney World for vacation in April and will also visit my

grandparents in St. Petersburg, which is a historic old city with Hispanic roots.

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

4. Astrophysics is a relatively new science that raises many questions and attracts

people with theoretical minds who are interested in exploring the basic nature of

things, and it is an exciting field of study because there is still so much to learn.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

5. There was a heavy downpour, and the river rose, and the engineers were afraid

the dam might burst, and the townspeople helped place sandbags on the dam,

and their efforts were successful.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
